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South America | Drought situation

Heatwave* duration
(days)

as at 31 Jan 2024
Source: JRC GDO
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*A heatwave is an event of at
least 3 consecutive “hot” days.
A “hot day” is a day with both
daily minimum and maximum
temperatures above their daily
threshold values. Durations of
less than 3-days indicates
potential heatwaves.

For more info: JRC GDO Heat
and Cold Wave Index (HCWI)
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Past 3-months
precipitation anomaly
(SPI-3)

1 Nov 2023 - 31 Jan 2024
Source: JRC GDO

- Extremely dry
Severely dry
Moderately dry
Near normal
Moderately wet
Severely wet

- Extremely wet
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For more info: JRC GDO SPI
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*For more info: JRC GDO Indicator for
Meteorological Drought Tracking

JRC GDO: Global Drought Observatory

© European Union, 2024. Map
produced by the JRC. The boundaries
and the names shown on this map do
not imply official endorsement or
acceptance by the European Union.
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6 sequence of extreme heatwaves is
exacerbating the impact of the lack
of precipitation and the average
temperature is abnormally high for
the austral summer.

= The combination of a dry and very
warm austral spring and summer
have determined the current
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drought condition.
\ Source: JRC GDy
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Meteorological drought
persistence*

number of 10-day periods
over Feb 2023 - Jan 2024

Source: JRC GDO
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Most recent detected

drought*
Source: JRC GDO

D Affected area
late Jan 2024

Amazon Basin,
Rio de la Plata Basin
Source: HydroSHEDS

Densely populated area
Source: JRC GHSL
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https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-023-30153-6
https://edo.jrc.ec.europa.eu/documents/factsheets/factsheet_met_drought_tracking.pdf
https://edo.jrc.ec.europa.eu/tumbo/gdo/map/
https://edo.jrc.ec.europa.eu/documents/factsheets/factsheet_heatColdWaveIndex.pdf
https://edo.jrc.ec.europa.eu/tumbo/gdo/map/
https://edo.jrc.ec.europa.eu/documents/factsheets/factsheet_spi.pdf
https://ghsl.jrc.ec.europa.eu/datasets.php
https://www.hydrosheds.org/products/hydrobasins
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC136439

